In these challenging times, Jewish
Community Action’s work for justice
is as important as ever. Highlights of
our past year’s efforts are hearten-
ing, and yet there is much still to do.

Organizing for immigrant rights

When President Obama took office,
JCA and its local and national allies
developed Progress by Pesach
(Passover), a coalition of 18 groups,
to persuade the president to end im-
migration raids. More than 20 events
brought attention to the devastating
effects of raids. Over 1,000 people
demonstrated in south Minneapolis,
and JCA members contributed to na-
tional efforts, including a press con-
ference in D.C., a meeting with
White House staffers, news stories,
letter-writing and submission of
4,000 petition signatures.

National immigration policy did shift,
but not as we hoped: Instead of us-
ing raids to deport or criminalize un-
documented immigrants, Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement has
focused on employers, who are com-
pelled to terminate those who cannot
show the legal right to work in the
U.S. JCA now participates in revital-
ized efforts to pass comprehensive
immigration reform and became a
new partner in the local immigrant
rights work of Mujeres en Liderazgo,
a women’s leadership initiative of
Waite House.

In its role organizing the Coalition for
Permanent Residency, JCA has held
meetings with Senator Klobuchar and
Senator Franken’s staff, helped the
local Liberian community gain na-
tionwide support, and worked with
HIAS. While legal status for Liberians
has been extended, we continue to
work toward a path to permanent
residency for this community and
other refugees under temporary pro-
tective status.

Preventing foreclosure

As part of the new Northside Com-
munity Reinvestment Coalition, JCA
contacted hundreds of homeowners
at risk of foreclosure and tenants at
risk of eviction in north and south

Minneapolis, Brooklyn Park, and
Brooklyn Center. JCA members and
resident leaders examined thousands
of records and reached out through
hand-addressed letters, phone
banks, and targeted doorknocks. We
directed people to reputable foreclo-
sure prevention counseling and ten-
ant rights’ advocacy. We also built a
powerful team dedicated to helping
lenders understand that broad-scale
change is needed to simplify loan
modifications, protect people’s as-
sets, and keep families and
neighborhoods stable.

Ensuring transit equity in St. Paul

After several years of persistent ad-
vocacy, the JCA-led Stops for Us!
coalition in St. Paul persuaded the
Met Council to build three additional
light rail stops in the most transit-
dependent neighborhoods along Uni-
versity Avenue. These stops will re-
duce the distance between stations
from one mile to half a mile, and will
make the new light rail line far more
useful to the primarily lower-income
people of color who live near the
line. JCA also leads the Frogtown
Rondo Action Network in developing
a new racial equity impact tool—
similar to an environmental impact
tool—for the City of St. Paul.

Covering the uninsured in Minnesota

In partnership with Mount Zion Con-
gregation, JCA helped ensure expan-
sion of state healthcare coverage to
20,000 additional children in 2009.
After the 2009 legislative session, in
response to the governor’'s plan to
end General Assistance Medical Care,
we participated in the Save GAMC
Coalition. This work led to a still-
evolving solution to guarantee that
the poorest Minnesotans will not be
turned away from hospitals and clin-
ics, and that these hospitals and clin-
ics will not be bankrupted by the cost
of caring for the most vulnerable.

Supporting community benefits in
Postville, Towa

JCA has helped develop the Postville
Community Benefits Alliance with
former employees of the kosher
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meatpacking plant, religious leaders,
and city officials. This leadership
group aims to work closely with the
new plant ownership to ensure that
environmental protections, worker
benefits, and standards for animal
treatment are met.

Engaging multiple parts of the Jewish

community

VOICE Community Building Initiative,
a partnership with Sabes JCC and
Minneapolis Jewish Federation, has
brought together Russian-speaking,
Jewish immigrants in downtown Min-
neapolis. Primarily older, low-
income, and isolated from the Jewish
community and much of American
life, these immigrants are now devel-
oping cultural programs and solving
their own community problems. They
successfully organized for Section 8
public housing recertification at their
building, and, when building man-
agement attempted to deny them
use of the community room for cele-
bration of Jewish holidays, they
stood fast and won. “The American
VOICE of the Soviet Jews” chronicles
their lives in film.

JCA also launched Seeds of Justice, a
fellowship for 14 local high school
students, who have spent the aca-
demic year learning about the inter-
section of social change, community
organizing, and Jewish values
through workshops and apprentice-
ships with JCA staff organizers. JCA's
Indie Jews—mostly unaffiliated Jews
in their 20s and 30s—held monthly
Shabbat dinners and social justice
discussions, organized film screen-
ings on social change issues, worked
on immigrant rights, and organized
the fourth annual Jewbilee on De-
cember 24th, 2009.

All of this in addition to ongoing or-
ganizing in eight congregations in the
Twin Cities and Duluth!
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Board Chair
Jewish Community Action




THANK YOU JEWISH COMMUNITY ACTION MEMBERS THANK YOU JEWISH COMMUNITY ACTION MEMBERS THANK YOU

Bill Aberman

Bonnie & Al Abrahamson
Carolyn Abramson

Stuart & Romy Ackerberg*
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Edward Borkon
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Barbara Frey & Howard
Orenstein

Marjorie & Charles Ostrov
Esther Ouray

Ruth & Jonathan Paradise
Mary & David Parker
Linda Passon-McNally
JoAnn & Eric Pasternack
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Larry Rose
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Leonard & Linda Schloff
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Kristine & Dave Snyder
Emily Duke & Daniel Sogin
Mera Sokolinskaya
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Ben Goldfarb & Nora
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Every effort has been made
to ensure the accuracy of
this list. Please accept our
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Jay Benanav

Ralph Bernstein

Carol Bromer, Vice Chair, Development

Rick Chase, Vice Chair, Community
Building & Organizing

Steven Foldes, Treasurer

Jenny Gassman-Pines

Rabbi Simeon Glaser, Rabbinic Liaison
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Nancy Kleeman

Bill Lerman

Margaret Levin, Secretary
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Rick Siedband

Michael Zis

JCA gratefully acknowledges the distin-
guished efforts of Dan Cramer, Danny
Schwartzman, Art Serotoff, & Jim Stein,
who completed board service during
2009.
Rabbinic Advisors to
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Rabbi Morris Allen, Beth Jacob
Rabbi Amy Bernstein, Temple Israel
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Rabbi Norman Cohen, Bet Shalom
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Rabbi Adam Spilker, Mount Zion
Rabbi Sharon Stiefel, St. Paul JCC
Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman, Temple Israel
(Minneapolis)
Jewish Community Action Staff
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Vic Rosenthal, Executive Director
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Also on staff during 2009:
Natalie Self, Liz Sparks, Zamira Yusufjonova
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for their generosity during 2009.

Adath Jeshurun Congregation
Adath Jeshurun Hesed Committee
AFSCME Minnesota Council 5
American Endowment Foundation
Array Financial Services

Aurora St. Anthony Neighborhood Devel-
opment Corporation

Baldinger Baker

Baratz Family Foundation
James Ford Bell Foundation
Bet Shalom Congregation
Beth El Synagogue

Beverly Foundation

Harold Brull & Myra Barrett Fund, The
Minneapolis Foundation

Bush Foundation

Martin & Esther Capp Fund, The Saint
Paul Foundation

Community Shares of Minnesota
Concordia College
The Databank

Doroshow Fund, United Jewish Fund &
Council

Abraham & Sarah Eiser Foundation
Jack & Bessie Fiterman Foundation
Frederick & Rosen

Fredrickson & Byron

GiveMn.org, Network for Good, Give to
the Max

David & Candy Gray Fund, The Saint Paul
Foundation

Greater Twin Cities United Way workplace
giving

Hamline University

Headwaters Foundation for Justice
Hodroff Epstein Memorial Chapel

Stephen & Lusia Hornstein Family Fund,
Greater Cincinnati Foundation

Ismist Recordings

Mort & Merle Kane Fund, Jewish Commu-
nity Foundation, Minneapolis Jewish Fed-
eration

Kaplan Family Foundation

Samuel & Sylvia Kaplan Fund, The Min-
neapolis Foundation

Kelen Family Foundation
Klein Family Foundation
Lerner Foundation
Lockridge Grindal Nauen
Lubar Family Foundation
Macalester College

Gil & Debra Mann Fund, Jewish Commu-
nity Foundation, Minneapolis Jewish Fed-
eration

Seymour & Susan Mansfield Fund, The
Minneapolis Foundation

The McKnight Foundation

The Minneapolis Foundation

Mount Zion Temple

Otogawa-Anschel

Paper Depot

Park Avenue Youth & Family Services
The Jay & Rose Phillips Family Foundation

Samuel & Edythe Pivar Fund, Jewish
Communal Fund (N.Y.)

Public Policy Project
RBC Wealth Management, Darla Kashian

Sabes Jewish Community Center

Schechter Dokken Kanter

SEIU Minnesota State Council
Seven Corners Printing

Sheltering Arms Foundation

Shir Tikvah Congregation

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet

Colin & Wendy Smith Fund, Jewish Com-
munity Foundation, Minneapolis Jewish
Federation

Still Ain't Satisfied: A Foundation with
Attitude

Stonebridge Development

Sunrise Community Banks (Franklin
Bank, Park Midway Bank, University
Bank)

Tag Team Film & Video

Talmud Torah of Minneapolis
Talmud Torah of St. Paul
Temple Israel

Temple Israel Sisterhood
Temple of Aaron

Travelers Foundation

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity
UFCW Local 789

UNITE HERE Local 17

United Synagogue for Conservative Juda-
ism

University of Minnesota
University of St. Thomas
VISTA

Wells Fargo

Western Bank

Barbra Wiener Fund, Headwaters Founda-
tion for Justice

Jewish Community Action Financial Summary 2009 (1/1/2009-12/31/2009, unaudited)

W aGrants income

5236609

5118004

Admin &
development

WFraogram

Jewish Community Action is
a proud member of

COMMUNITY

@8 SHARES

MINNESOTA




